
Official Ballot

How to Vote  
1.  Review candidate statements, then vote below for 
    up to five candidates.

2.  Place your ballot inside a sealed envelope, write your   
    name or owner number on the outside.

3.  Return your ballot to the co-op by May 31 (see above). 

o Andrew Layer (Incumbent)

o Michael McClaren (Incumbent) 

o Bethany Markovich

o Dale Morris

o Tom Ruhland 

o Write-in:__________________
* ‘Board Endorsed’ candidates are those who have indicated their 
interest in serving on the board and have gone through the Board’s 
nominations process, including completing a board application and 
attending a board meeting.

Andrew Layer
Incumbent and board endorsed*

Why are you interested in serving on the co-op’s board?

Having grown up in this community, I want to be part of building 
something here which will last. I’ve seen our co-op grow from an 
idea to a plan and now a store, but I want to make sure we build 
a solid foundation which will keep this store running for the long 
haul. 

Describe your experience with cooperatives.  

I am currently serving at the President of the EACM board and 
have served as a director since 2015. Prior to that, as a volunteer, I 
was involved in generating the co-op’s business plan and financing. 

Professional experience and relevant skills  
What unique skill, personal quality or perspective will you bring to the board? 

As an engineer at Moog over the past 8 years, I have held various 
roles in technology and business development. I’m accustomed to 
working difficult problems, with complex teams, using an analytical 
approach.  As an EACM director, I have worn many hats, but have 
been focused primarily on strategic planning and financal analysis.  

What is your vision for the future of the cooperative?

I want to see the EACM thrive as a cornerstone of our 
community where everyone can stop-in and feel like part of 
a family. I’m particularly passionate about our role providing 
nutritional education (check out our free whole nutrition tours). 
Long term, I would like to ensure the co-op is well established on 
a firm footing which provides a path to debt-free independence 
and the flexibility to grow. 

What makes you passionate about the co-op and/or our mission?

Having seen how our membership has rallied in support of the 
co-op – so many people have contributed their time, money and 
talent to making this place a success – I want to ensure that energy 
continues and our store grows into a fixture of the community. 

Favorite Food 

I am hooked on that Buddha Bowl Himalayan Sweetness popcorn.

Vote Here  
Vote for up to five candidates to fill five open board positions.  
Vote for any of the candidates listed below OR up to four 
candidates listed and one write-in.

Dear Member-Owner:  

This is your offical ballot for the East Aurora Co-op Market 
2018 board election! Please read ballot instructions carefully 
and cast your vote:

By mail       Must be received by Thursday, May 31
In person    At the co-op by 9pm on Thursday, May 31
        At the annual meeting on Thursday, May 31

Thank you to these member-owners who have volunteered to 
help shape and guide their co-op through Board service!

Each primary member-owner is entitled to submit ONE 
ballot only.  Multiple ballots attributed to the same membership cannot 
be counted.  Please be sure to only vote once!

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS



* ‘Board Endorsed’ candidates are those who have indicated their interest in serving on the board and have gone through the 
Board’s nominations process, including completing a board application and attending a board meeting.

Bethany Markovich
Board endorsed*

Why are you interested in serving on the co-op’s board?

I feel that serving on the board is a logical next step to my 
involvement in the co-op. I’ve been a member owner since the 
inception, I’ve followed the development and growth of the co-op and 
I’ve attended almost every annual meeting.  The co-op has a need for 
member owners to step up and be a part of the governance of the 
organization.  I have the time and the desire to see our hard work 
continue to prosper and develop into a truly successful business and 
anchor of the East Aurora community. 

Describe your experience with cooperatives.  

I’ve volunteered for many community organizations in the past.  I 
was actively involved in the Lions Club before moving to Buffalo and 
raised 5 service dogs for Canine Companions for Independence.  My 
experience in East Aurora is the first time I have worked with a 
cooperative organization. 

Professional experience and relevant skills  
What unique skill, personal quality or perspective will you bring to the board? 

I have been a quality engineer in some capacity for almost 10 years.  
A quality product is one that satisfies the wants and needs of the 
customer.  The co-op is offering a product and a service to our 
community and we need to be sure we are listening to our customers 
and community and providing them what they need. I hope to 
use my experience to help the co-op to grow and be a successful 
organization. 

What is your vision for the future of the cooperative?  
What makes you passionate about the co-op and/or our mission?

Most immediately, I would like to see the co-op become financially 
stable and resolve the ongoing conflicts that remain from the 
construction phase.  As a member, these issues seem to be the most 
persistent. Long term, my hope is that the co-op will continue to 
build our community presence, be a driving force in our local food 
movement, and be an anchor store on East Aurora’s Main St. 

I’m very proud of the fact that I joined the co-op back in 2010, when 
the co-op was just an idea on paper.  I believed in the mission and 
goals to bring a thriving grocery to the East Aurora community and I 
want to make sure that we are building a business to last for the next 
generation.  I’m so proud of how far we’ve come and realize that the 
work is not over.

Favorite Food   Fresh summer sweet corn!  Bliss!!

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

Michael McClaren
Incumbent and board endorsed*

Why are you interested in serving on the co-op’s board?

Because I believe in the mission.  The first time Sheila mentioned it to 
me, while we were at boot camp, I was intrigued.  I ran unsuccessfully 
several years ago, and want to give it another shot.  The co-op has 
come a long way since then, and I am eager to help it continue its 
growth in whatever way I can.  

Describe your experience with cooperatives.  

My experience with cooperatives is limited to the EA co-op, of which 
I am an owner and investor, and frequent patron.  I have participated 
in little league baseball and youth soccer and swimming.  Years ago I 
was on the Board of EAST.  

Professional experience and relevant skills  
What unique skill, personal quality or perspective will you bring to the board? 

I graduated from law school in 1991 and am a trial attorney and litigator.  
I am a founding partner of Webster Szanyi, LLP, and actively participate 
in the day-to-day management of the firm.  We have 14 attorneys and 
a staff of approximately 25.  I have represented Blue Cross of Western 
New York for over 25 years.  I have also represented the American 
National Red Cross for over 20 years and the New York Municipal 
Insurance Reciprocal for 20 years.  I understand the value of personal 
relationship building and have consistently “done what it takes” to 
provide my clients with the best representation possible.  I presently 
manage an active case load of over 200 cases and work closely with 
my partners and associates and employees of the firm to make certain 
that the firm’s clients are vigorously provided the best representation 
possible.  I have worked on and handled some of the most complex 
commercial litigation matters presented to any attorney in the area.  
The skills I have honed throughout my career that will benefit the 
East Aurora co-op Board include analytic skills, attention to detail, 
organization, and a strong work ethic.  I also have an understanding of 
the importance of conflict resolution and consensus building.  

What is your vision for the future of the cooperative?  
What makes you passionate about the co-op and/or our mission?

I am an owner and investor in the EA co-op.  We love the community 
and have raised our kids here.  I love the convenience and knowing 
that what I consume from the co-op is as healthy as possible.  I 
am a true believer in farm-to-table, from the perspective of both 
environmental concerns, and because I like to know (if possible) 
where the food I consume comes from.

Favorite Food  

Peanut Butter. But I avoid it when my self-discipline is high.



Dale Morris
Board endorsed*

Why are you interested in serving on the co-op’s board?

East Aurora is a wonderful community and a highly desirable place to 
live. The Co-op contributes greatly to the vitality of this community. 
I feel that it’s important to invest not only financially (aka: co-op 
membership) but also to give of our time and talents to support 
those things which make this such a great community.

Describe your experience with cooperatives.  

I do not have direct experience with food cooperatives. I do however 
have experience working with numerous community groups over my 40 
year career as an urban planner; working with them to achieve consensus 
on how their communities wish to develop. I am also currently serving on 
the Town of Aurora Open Space Committee, which has been successful in 
developing several projects throughout this community.

Professional experience and relevant skills  
What unique skill, personal quality or perspective will you bring to the board? 

I have a Master’s degree and 40 years of experience in planning. 
As part of this I was the founder of the Erie County Office of 
Geographic Information Services (GIS) and served as Director of 
this office for over 25 years. Being an urban planner, and the director 
of a GIS office, requires strong people, organizational, and research 
skills. It requires the ability to effectively communicate verbally and in 
writing. Finally, effective community-based planning is about building 
consensus among stakeholders. These are all examples of skills which 
would be useful on the Co-op Board of Directors. 

What is your vision for the future of the cooperative?  
What makes you passionate about the co-op and/or our mission?

Overall, my vision is that the co-op would become an essential thread in 
the fabric of village life. Life in this community should be better because 
of the co-op, and conversely, the community would suffer if the co-op 
did not exist. Think about how institutions such as Vidler’s, the Aurora 
Theater, the Roycroft Campus, etc. contribute to and are ingrained into 
our community life. That is what the co-op should be striving for.

The existence of the co-op makes this community an even more 
desirable place to live and raise a family. It strongly contributes to what 
makes East Aurora a full service walkable community. The fact that the 
co-op focuses on supporting local farmers and offering healthy food 
choices makes me even more passionate about the co-op’s mission. We 
all need to eat- how can you not be passionate about that?

Favorite Food  Ah…that’s like asking me which child is my favorite! 
However, if I absolutely had to choose, I’ll take an apple or pecan pie, 
please! It’s no coincidence that I was born on pi day: (3.14)!

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

* ‘Board Endorsed’ candidates are those who have indicated their interest in serving on the board and have gone through the 
Board’s nominations process, including completing a board application and attending a board meeting.

Tom Ruhland
Board endorsed*

Why are you interested in serving on the co-op’s board?

Since moving to East Aurora, my wife’s hometown, in 2012, I have 
seen the EA Co-op get established.  I want to use my business 
experience and leadership skills to help with the co-op’s continued 
growth and influence within the community.  I feel strongly about 
the purpose of the EA Co-op and want to actively participate in 
maintaining and growing the business for long term success. 

Describe your experience with cooperatives.  

Besides participating in church organizations, this will be my first 
opportunity to provide my services back to the community, and I’m 
looking forward to that possibility with the EA Co-op. 

Professional experience and relevant skills  
What unique skill, personal quality or perspective will you bring to the board? 

Information System & Technology Leader with 25 years of experience 
developing, supporting and managing applications across various 
platforms to deliver solutions to worldwide business functional 
groups. I am able to approach and tackle complex issues and 
problems into systemic steps for developing a future roadmap and 
long-term solutions.  

What is your vision for the future of the cooperative?  
What makes you passionate about the co-op and/or our mission?

My vision for our EA Co-op is to be a trusted and integral piece of 
our community, providing healthy choices, convenience and affordable 
food.  I would like to see the co-op grow and be embraced by our 
entire community.  

What makes me passionate about the co-op is the quality of the 
food, the origin of the food from local organic resources and the 
overall health that it provides to people and families.  I’ve always been 
interested in a healthy lifestyle and I have a passion for cooking and 
enjoying good food.  

Favorite Food  

Homemade Tacos TexMex Style with homemade guacamole! 


